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	Alexander Hamilton is one of the dominant figures of the American Revolutionary era. Hamilton's writings and political career shaped the Constitution of the United States and the very nature of the early republic. However, many of his political beliefs - such as his view that only men of property and the upper classes should sit in legislatures - would be regarded as antithetical to how Americans regard liberty today. This essay will show how Hamilton’s views represent the politics of his time.


	Hamilton's views may be at least partially explained by his meteoric career during the Revolutionary era. He came to political activism early; and was writing anti-British pamphlets while still a student at college in the 1770s. He joins the army, and quickly became General Washington's aide-de-camp. This position places him at the centre of power during the Revolutionary war; and he later became, through marriage, a prominent figure in New York commerce and politics (Countryman p.206). As a consequence of his business career, Hamilton may be characterized – from a modern perspective – as a pro-business conservative for after the war he immersed himself in the politics and commerce of New York, where he came to believe that economic health and well-being was crucial to the survival of the republic. In order to assure this economic health, Hamilton advocates placing those who best understood wealth (i.e., the wealthy) in exclusive control of the levers of power in the young state. He argued against any blurring of the class distinctions of early Americans; and declared that all "those who are concerned for the security of property . . . endeavour to put men in the Legislature whose principles are not of the levelling kind" (Countryman p.207). 


	However, in this as in many other things Hamilton represented the contradictions of the early Republic. While he appears to have believed that "liberty" meant the liberty to be left alone by the state (Kramnick p.472), Hamilton wasn’t a believer in an unregulated free market. Instead Hamilton, both as a pamphleteer and later as secretary of the treasury, appears to have believed that the young republic's economy required public support and the protection of the state in order to survive (Kramnick p.474). His economic views may be encapsulated in the statement that Hamilton desired a market free from government interference, but protected from foreign competition (Countryman p.209).
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	Alexander Hamilton was one of the dominant figures of the American Revolutionary era. Hamilton's writings and political career shaped the Constitution of the United States and the very nature of the early republic. However, many of his political beliefs - such as his view that only men of property should sit in legislatures - would be regarded as antithetical to how Americans regard liberty today. As this essay will argue, in order to appreciate Hamilton’s role in American history it must be understood how his views were defined by the political and ideological contradictions of his time.


	Hamilton's views may be at least partially explained by his meteoric career during the Revolutionary era. He came to political activism early, and was writing anti-British pamphlets while still a student at college in the 1770s. He joined the army, and quickly became General Washington's aide-de-camp. This position placed him at the centre of power during the Revolutionary war and he later became, through marriage, a prominent figure in New York commerce and politics (Countryman, 206). As a consequence of his business career, Hamilton may be characterized – from a modern perspective – as a pro-business conservative. After the war he immersed himself in the politics and commerce of New York, where he came to believe that economic health and well-being was crucial to the survival of the republic. In order to insure this economic health, Hamilton advocated placing those who best understood wealth (i.e., the wealthy) in exclusive control of the levers of power in the young state. He argued against any blurring of the class distinctions of early Americans, and declared that all "those who are concerned for the security of property . . . endeavour to put men in the Legislature whose principles are not of the levelling kind" (Countryman, 207). 


	However, in this as in many other things Hamilton represented the contradictions of the early Republic. While he appears to have believed that "liberty" meant the liberty to be left alone by the state (Kramnick, 472), Hamilton was not a believer in an unregulated free market. Instead Hamilton, both as a pamphleteer and later as Secretary of the Treasury, argued that the young republic's economy required public support and the protection of the state in order to survive (Kramnick, 474). His economic views may be encapsulated in the statement that Hamilton desired a market free from government interference, but protected from foreign competition (Countryman, 209).


	Editorial Commentary





The above "Before and After" pages - from an undergraduate term paper in American history - illustrate a number of points for editorial intervention. In brief: 


Thesis statement vague (made more precise, better reflecting the content of the document).


Past/Present Tense confusion (e.g. “is” instead of “was”; “places” instead of “placed”; “joins” instead of “joined”; “advocates” instead of “advocated”).


Citation style corrected (i.e., meeting current MLA parenthetical citation guidelines).


Vague language corrected (i.e., “upper classes” is equivalent to the more precise “men of property” – for example, women could be of the upper classes in the Revolutionary era, but were still unable to vote or sit in legislatures).


Repetitions removed (e.g., 2nd instance of “appears to have believed” changed to “argued”).


Run-on sentence corrected (“As a consequence…”).


Contractions (e.g., “wasn’t”) removed – inappropriate use in an academic paper.


Commonly misused words corrected (e.g., “assure” instead of “insure”).


Punctuation (e.g., incorrect semi-colon use).


Capitalization (e.g., “Secretary of the Treasury” etc.)
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